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Abstract

This study examines the complex relationship between development and water security in the Nile
Basin region, with a focus on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) crisis. Using historical,
analytical, and case study methodologies, the article explores the perspectives of Egypt, Sudan, and
Ethiopia, highlighting the central role of water in development, energy production, and achieving food
security.

The GERD is considered a symbol of national pride and development in Ethiopia. However, it has
raised concerns among downstream nations, particularly Egypt and Sudan, due to its potential impacts
on water shares and economic stability. The research discusses the geopolitical and legal complexities
surrounding water-sharing agreements and the deadlock in negotiations, especially in light of
Ethiopia's unilateral actions to fill the dam. It also sheds light on the environmental, agricultural, and
social implications of the project for the affected countries.

The article emphasizes the importance of reaching a binding trilateral agreement that ensures fair
resource distribution and enhances regional stability. It concludes by calling for a comprehensive and
sustainable framework that integrates water security with development goals to promote cooperation
among Nile Basin countries and prevent escalation, ensuring shared prosperity for all parties.
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